THE OXFORDSHIRE GOLF CAPTAINS

NEWSLETTER NUMBER THREE – SUMMER 2017

We’re now well on our way into summer! The glass half empty brigade would say we’re past the longest day
and now on the downward path to the dark months of winter, whilst the rest of us would aver that the best
of the summer is yet to come and with much yet to look forward to!

COUNTY MATCHES AND EVENTS
The programme of County matches continues with mixed fortunes, having now completed more than half of
our twenty matches, with the following results;

Date
27th April
8th May
9th May
10th May
18th May
24th May
1st June
7th June
8th June
3rd July
6th July

Opposition
Somerset
Cornwall
Cornwall
Cornwall
Cambridgeshire
Worcestershire
Sussex
Dorset
Devon
Oxon Ladies
Berkshire

Venue
Taunton and Pickeridge
Truro
Launceston
Carlyon Bay
The Cambridgeshire
Kirtlington
Henley
Lyme Regis
Churston
The Springs
Castle Royle

Result
WON
LOST
LOST
LOST
WON
WON
LOST
WON
WON
WON
WON

Score
4½ - 3½
4½ - 7½
3½ - 8½
4–8
4½ - 3½
6½ - 1½
5½ - 6½
5–3
5½ - 2½
6–4
5-3

We thought you might like to see the trophies your Captain has accumulated for winning the County matches
against (from left to right) Somerset, Cambridge and Worcestershire.

May I make one small polite request please? If would greatly help your organisers if, rather than waiting until
you receive the team letter from the Captain, you let me know immediately you find something else has
encroached into your diary on the date of a match for which you were pre-selected in March.

OGC INTERNAL EVENTS
In addition to the County matches, we have also held the first two of our internal competitions, the Spring
Meeting and President’s Day. The results from the Spring Meeting, contested by 66 Captains, and which was
held at Burford Golf Club on Wednesday 19th April were;
Winner
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Front 9
Back 9

David Pratt
Gerry Hinnigan
Robert Jones
Colin Pearson
David Bates
Chris Spearing
John Rees

Drayton Park
Burford
Tadmarton Heath
The Cotswolds
The Wychwood
Drayton Park
Bicester

39 points – count-back
39 points
38 points
37 points
36 points – count-back
19 points
19 points

Another notable feat was performed by Terry Killick, who recorded a superb hole-in-one on the 169 yards
par 3, 8th hole; congratulations Terry!
Arthur O’Connor’s President’s Day at Tadmarton Heath Golf Club on Wednesday 21st June, attracted 50
competitors and the following results were achieved;
Winner
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Front 9
Back 9

Duncan Currie
Andy Lyne
Ken Smith
Tom Clayton
Alistair Brown
John Waring
Roger Mawle

Bicester
Feldon Valley
Feldon Valley
Tadmarton Heath
Hadden Hill
The Cotswolds
Tadmarton Heath

38 points – count-back
37 points
36 points – count-back
36 points
35 points
19 points
19 points – count-back

Maybe no holes-in-one, but another great day at Tadmarton Heath was enjoyed by all; as at Burford, great
food and a course in the very best of playing conditions.
Congratulations to both David Pratt and Duncan Currie for adding their names to the 2017 Winners’ boards.

THE CORNWALL TOUR 2017/2018
The Cornwall trip in May, although not memorable from the golfing aspect, was another wonderful trip
enjoyed by 33 Captains. For the first time, we stayed at the Carlyon Bay hotel which was superb but, in the
eyes of some, a trifle expensive.
Not wishing to exclude members on the basis of cost, your Committee undertook to seek possible alternative
accommodation for 2018; however, just about the only viable alternative (for a number of reasons) was the
Bowood House hotel. 2018 tariffs were obtained from both hotels and Bowood was the cheaper of the two.
All 46 Captains who have travelled to Cornwall in the past six years were contacted, seeking their views and
preferences.
We concluded that 17 weren’t bothered as they didn’t respond, but those who did replied as follows;Not bothered, will go with majority =
Prefer Carlyon Bay =
Prefer Bowood =

5
15
9

On this basis, accommodation at Carlyon Bay has been reserved for the 2018 tour of Cornwall.
If you have not travelled with us to Cornwall before, especially if you are a fairly new member and perhaps
have not previously had the opportunity to do so, please note that we maintain a perpetual list for you to
enter your name for the next year’s trip. So, think it over and, if you are interested in the 2018 tour, please
let me know now as soon as you like at roger.sillence@live.co.uk or 01993 776303.

THE CAPTAIN’s TOUR 2017
As most of you know, your Captain, Ian Allison, has chosen the most splendid Dartmouth Hotel Golf and Spa
for his autumn tour, from Sunday 10th until Thursday 14th September. We will be playing golf on two days on
the hotel's championship course and on the middle day on the “Dartmouth” course. For the more energetic,
should you so wish, golf is also available either on the day of arrival or departure and is included in the overall
price.
Should you wish to see more of the hotel and the golf course, the hotel’s website is at
http://www.thedartmouthhotel.co.uk/ .
Currently we have 18 Captains travelling to Dartmouth but two have had to cry off, subsequently losing their
non-refundable deposits. Should you know of anyone who might like to attend, please put them in touch with
me. If we can fill those places, I should then be able to refund the two lost deposits. The cost might
fluctuate slightly, but includes all the golf, four nights' bed and breakfast at the hotel and two three-course
dinners, and is for around £380 per person, based on two people sharing a twin room; single rooms, if
available, are considerably more expensive.
If you are interested in travelling, please email roger.sillence@live.co.uk as soon as possible.

Cordialement,
Roger

Roger Sillence
Match Secretary
Oxfordshire Golf Captains.
July, 2017

“Membership of the OGC is the best thing that ever came from being the Captain of a golf club.”

